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TS bis: "highly valve Eriend 6k 
MF- Anna Ae, late Wife of 
the Reverend M” A\athamel *- 
Aske , Reftor of 0s: Y 
Magna, 


FF Dear Madam, - 
"Our deceaſed. H aband di 
pleaſed that I(amongt ma- 
ny che -rs much moxe worthy then 
ſeif )) ſhould preach bit Funeral 


ermon, and aoW at your requeſt'l - 


} tavepubliſhedit : Aſot that Tam 
m:the leaf ambitious of 'being;'in 
Prim, bat world rather decline. 


Madam, Tam very fen/ble\of all - 
| Rag Favonts, eevannak Tg 
| ny AY more £5; 


5 IiSptle 
more willingly have taken. another = 
ONT expraſs nee thenk- 
-  fulneſs then this; but ſince you 


were pleaſed to lay your Fa i 
upon me, T readily ſubmit, Imuſt 
- confeſs both the matter and method 
tobe. pla, and not in the lea? 
worth your Acceptance ; but I well 
- remember the ſaying of one that 

otherwiſe could Jpeak, in an elo- 


went "ſtile, (which Was this ) 

hat by is better that Gramma- 
rians ſhould reprehend-us, then 
that the people ſhould not under- 
. ſtand us. This Sermon Was prea- 
ched principally before a Country 
Auditory, although I muſt confeſs 
there were many of my Reverend 
Brethren there, but- they were the 
| Fane in number ; and I did en- 
58 edn 


f\ 


| .. 1}, Dory. 
- de grab jngt by lr onrſe to the . 
moſt, and not tha leaſt of thoſe Re-  _ 
verend perſons, Who underſtood © © 
matters of this nature muchbetter 
then my unworthy ſelf. Madam, 
I defire not to exceed the bounds 
of an Epiſtle, ſo as to-make' the 
Porch greater then the Building, - 
but in few words to-conclude my 

el 2 | Vaurk | EP 
2 -  YourfaithfulFriend . - 


and Servant, 


]. Clark, 


- 
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To: Pariſhioners of -Sdmer- 
"ford. Magna 7 in Nort -Wilts. 


Ti uncharitibleneſs and un- 
Faithifulneſs 'of Relations 
concerning this Sermon, have at 
_ conſtraed my. Publication 

 - chooſing rather to. ſuffer 
theſ ſeyereſt Cenſure of a Juſt eye, 
then the unworthy diſtempers of 
.Unkind. Tongues, T his Sermon 


 - was" 'Preath'd at the Funeral of 


your late deceaſed Paſtor ; al- 
though confeſs all was not then 
Preach'd that-is now Publiſhed, 
yet I do aſſure you all 1s Pubti- 


| ſhed that was then Preached, and 
t 1s 


x ai ry fatally nd ally rela- 
| ted in this.C {z The: od © 
Peace teach us the; things:: 
make for truth: and peace; andito 
lay aſide” Slander nd pns' Lymgt 
Far the rſt of thet: ſins, which 
too too many are guilty of in 
theſe our days,> fead) that propor 
full Curſe menti ned Dent. 2 pb: 
24.” Cxrfed ATT at ſmiteth ts Wo 
neighbour ſecretly ; this was one — 

of the Curſes that was to be read 
by the Levites in the hearing of 
all 7/rael under the Law, andallt- - 
the people were to- fay, Amen. © 
Now for that other ſin of Lying, 


let me beg of you to take the ad- _ | 


vice of the Apoltle,Ep 
' Wherefore (Faith "he Apoſtle ) 


putting, away T0, ſpeak every 
man” 


well-wiſhing - 
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Php. 1. verl., 23. 


F Ju T atk 4 farait pirwixe gs! bod a des 
ire to depart, and to be with Giri ge 
5 far | better. | 
&; Cannot ſay theſe words were the 
choice of our deceaſed Brother, 
but they. were frequent'1 in his 
' mouth ſome few days before he 
''dyed, which was the grand n mo- 
tive of my choice of them. "Great was the 
ſtrait that the bleſſed Apoſtle was in, he 
was. divided betwixt two AﬀeQions, Care 
fied to different Obje&s, and they-were in 
a manner contrary cach to other ;, The Que- 
ſtion was, Whether to live in the Fleſh, or 
in. the Body, were pfofitable for St. Poul; ? 
And what.to choofe, Life, or Death, he for 
the preſent knew not. . Great, 'was his love 
to the Philippians,, greater was his love to 
ChriSt : 5 One while be was drawn with a de- 
'B fire 


TILA 


.- $""P ly 
hb:l:ppagss,2mpther wile be was drawn 
with i @arh et dEffe' tf tbitde with his be- 


loved Brethren hexe upon Earth, and to be 
for ſome tim removed from Chrif# ; the 
great neceſlity of his Brethren did move him 
to deſire the, later ; , his great love to Chrif? 
did perſwade him to long for the former. 
Now betwixt theſe two.different Aﬀettions 


t6, turn himſelf, he was at a ſtrait what t6 


make choice of : 


£4 phat and che people, 2 Chron, 20: 2. 
that chey 
Bits, They how ae what to the, And we 


the ijoythg of good. Pavids'great ſtraie 
ing an evil which could not be. 
avoided, 


Was *<6ncer 


«oo 
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C33. | 
ayoided, burehorbroſirs by | and, yo- 
lyntary. DPavidepern! Fl or 
as himſelf,-.che preventing of his 0 
evil; but now'the Apoſtles was for t 
good of Others, which was joyned with his 
own'hyrt. | 

"Behold hte” asin a traſdcedi Claſs, 
heartitruly Apoſtolical ; wherein, he 
knownatgnce bach, his great love to, Chri n 
deſigagito bei withihie 3 and wit hall 
great» lave t0)his-Breghren, willing to abide 
with them for.thejr profit. 

I ſhall ,copfipe-my, diſcourſe to the axe 
part cf: the words|: And, rhe ein, confi x 
St. Pavels. deſire'iin regard 'of. ſelf 3, and 
from- thence take. notice, Fieſt, of. the de- 
Gre it (elf, and that, was, Gy or dye. 
Secondly, a forcible Realon,, im dof 
this - bis deſire, for then he ſho ME e with 
Chriſt. Thirdly, his opinion or.,jud ent 
of that Eſtate, To. be with Cbrift 1 is) far het- 
ter, or bet of 4 all. 

{Here are ſeveral Obſerraciancartntts. 
nal-Couclaſions-thar-are clearly, degducible 
from-theſe, words, which time,will, not per- 
Wit me to prolecute, .I ſhall therefore, re- 

| S's "Tea | 


Ee... tint 
ſent you bur with' bne; "wherein T ſhall en- 
deavour to'compriſe the ſunt ahtÞ ſubſtance 
of my Difcourſe at this time :' And thar is, 
from. Sc. Pauls deſire it ſelf, wherein Note, 


DoQ. That Believers have in them «, wil- 
ling expelation aud deſire; of, Death. 


The riſe of this Obſervation is clear e- 
nough.: For one- ſpirit works in all Gods 
people, and'brings forth' like 'effets, al- 
though not always 'in the ſame meaſure. 
That therefore which is true' in” Se.) Paw, 
(iz ) That the coming of death was ex- 
petedand deſired by bim, is in ſome de- 
gree; ſooner or later, Verified in all that are 
the Lords. We may lee a lively inſtarice of 
thig in old. Simeon, Euke 2. 29, 30 Lord, 
now letteft thon thy ſervant depart in peace 
according to thy word, for mine eyer bave ſeen 
thy Salvation.” St. Paul likewile avers the 
ſame of all trne Believers, 2 Cor. 5. 2, ' For 
in this we groan earneſtly , de fering to be 
cloatbed iipon with our houſe,” which is from 
beaven.''And that they are rather willing to 
be abſent from'the body, andto be preſent 
with the 'Lord, according to that-of 2 Cor. 
s. B. 4 Now 


Wi * | | 

Now. there:may be ſeveral Reaſons given 
for the ground of rhis:Dodrine, that «= 
may the better believe it. As, - 

Fuſt, Becauſe Believers. know: and/ are 
well aſſured; that: the d4y: of : death 3s better 
then ihe day. of amans birth, Eceleſ. 7. Bb. 
When a mans born he comes into mifery, 
a world of miſery ;; what congue is able to 
expre!'s. the internal.cand' external troubles 

of this life ? 1 could enumerate-in divers 
cales,, both as to the! one and other, but I 
pals them over, Now:death puts an end to 
all . chele; miſerie» to! Gads (people; and 
therefore no wonder :that the Servants of 
.Cod bave. in them':ſuch a willing den re 
aſter death, 

Secondly, Becauſe a faithful Soul wh 
it deparceth is\ immediately after death with 
Chriſt : I defire to: depart and to be with 
Chriſt, And thus ſaith the Apoſtle it is Me- 
lis tis better z yea, itis Mults melins, it 18 
much better 53 nay yer again, it's Malto ma- 
gs melins, (we muſt bear with'St, Pauls 10- 
congruity of ſpeech) it-is much more better 
to be with him. And to the ſame purpoſe 
ſpeaks the ſame Apoſtle, . 1 Cor, 15,11 9111 Tf 


"I 


(6) 

#2 his life ofly we -bawe hope in Chvifs; we 
are/of all men mot miſerable. Believers, the 
Children of God, are-moſt miſerable, that 
4, if-in this life, inthis wotld, only: for-the 
preſent ave have hope and | confidence in 
Gbrist, and the height of our: confidence 
reach no further, then we, 'we poor: Chriſti- 
ans, WE theFaichful in the world, we of all 
men-are moſt:miſerable, : yea, we are more 
miſerable then any:other men. 

Thirdly. Agatn, Believers have in them 
a willing expeQation and deſire after death, 
'becauſe-:they :bave hope in- their death; 
| Prow.-2 4-32. | The witked 3s driven away in 


his wickedneſs ; but the righteons hath bope 
in his death. Tt is by death Believers come 
tobe partakers of the objed of their hope. 

The time, when the righteous hath hope is 
in his death. . In:the evil-day, in time of 
greateſt diſcon(olation'; when Friends ſtard 
- weeping and ge o their hands ; when 


-ſpeech, fight, ſe ſtrength fail 3 when 
riches. will-not. profit a man when -Phyfi- 
.cians are.of no value ; when all: crvuvares 
prove miſerable Comforters 3 and when all 
ways helps fail, then, then as a-Chriſtians 

Soul 


— 


(73 
Sonl full '6f hope; and: may. 'comfortably 
riſe chis motco; Spero meltora.] Though I 
leave loving Friends, near and! dear, Rela 
tions, many outward comforts and' enjoy 
ments, yet F hope: ro-enwy- andinhabie an 
houſe not made with bands, etertial in';the 
heavens, whoſe builder is God, So that; Be= 
Hevers upon this ground are willing to dye, 
becauſe chey have hope in-their death, + " 

Fourthly. Again, Believers have in them 

a willing deſire of death; becaufe'here they 
look upon” themſelves but as Pilgrims and 
Strangers :- They are in this-world, bur not 
of this wworld;; for: Heavew rs/a Believers 
proper Country, - and a Believers defire' is 
. after this Heavenly Country,. Heb. pr. »6+- 
But now they defire a better conmtry, that ts, 
an' beavtnly.” A wicked mans Country is 
here below'; here he lives, and here he de- 
fires to live. An Unbelicver is a Citizen of 
the world, Terr filius, a Son of Earth; he- 
is one thac minds only Earthly things; | his 
delights, his contenrment3; hts\poreton, his 
happinely arc in this life"; ſeo Pſalm 1 7. The 
arid rhere you will find no: | But-npw @ 
trite Believer is 4 Citizen of Heaven, a Free- 

A | Penzen- 


(3) | 

Denrzen of that Country where Jeſs: Chriſt 
is atithe-righe hand: of God. | Believers do 
diſclaim and difown the World as none of 
theirs : The World accounts them as Stran- 
gers, and'{o they account themielves. And 
as they diſclaim the World, ſo they lay 
claim'to Heaven ; We defere, ſay the Apo- 
ſtles, 2 Cor. 5. 2. to be cloathed upon with our 
bouſe which is from -heaven : And indeed 
there s. nothing rhat a Chriſtian hath that 
is worth the having, that he hath as a Chri- 
ſtian, bur it is in Heaven, (as is well noted 
| by a Reverend Divine.) Houles, 
Lands, Poflefſions, Goods, 
Riches, -Honours ; theſe men have not as 
Chriſtians, but as men; theſe are common 
to Heathens:with Chriſtians, But there be 
many. excellent-things that belony to Chri- 
ſtians as Chriſtians; and all theſe things are 
above in Heaven: Our Father is in Heaven, 
Mat. 6. 9; Our Father which art in beaven. 
Our Mother is in Heaven, Gal. .4., 26., But 
Jeruſalem which is above is free, which 3s the 
Mother | of 'w5 all, Our elder Brother and 
Head is 1n Heaven, .Epbeſ.- 1. 20. He. raiſed 
Chrift from the deed, and ſet bim at bis Tu 

nets right 


Mr. Jer.- Dike. 


, 
4 
" # 


"addi bind the Ends lags. .Our, Inhe= 
ritance is1n Heaven, r Pet. 1. 4. To. an-In« 
heritance intorruptible and. undeflled, and.that 
fadeth ngt away, — #9548 in heaven for you. 
Our Manſion houſe is in Heaven, 2 Coreg! b; 
For we hnow that if our earthly houſe of this 
Tabernacle were diſſolved, we have 4 building 
of: God, an houſe not-made with hands, eter- 
nal in the heavens., Our Subſtance 19:2. "5 
| Heaven; Heb.-10. 34. #: bave in heaven. a 
better and: an enduring ſubſtance. Our Hope 
124n Heaven, Col. 1. 5. For the hope that is: 
laid up; for you in beaven, Now if all theſe 
be in Heaven, where ſhou)d Believers be 
but in Heaven alſo, and have awilling de- 
Gre» of death'to be with their Father, and 
with his Son Teſs Chriſte. 
Fiſthly, Laſtly, Believers-have;in them a 
willing ef re of death, becaule it 1s better . 
tobe with God'then with men; ; better © 
bein Heaven then on: Earth 5, 1n ai ſtate" 
reed. from- ſorrow , lin ard remptation, 
than 1n a ſtate ſabje& to them all :/ for as 
holy Fob ſpeaketh, chap. 14-1. 4 man'that 
is bern of a-woman is of few days, and full of 
_— bat'a few days, 26d thoſe dasfult 


of 


wotat cnt, Cub 


"ro. 
of troubſe. Bat : now. Hieſhel ave he deal 
 which-dye inthe Lord, for they reſt from their 

labours, and their works follow them + Here 
the people of God labour for reſt, 1, but 
when they come to She, they reſt from their 
labour, Rev. 14. 13. Now they reſt from. 
their 1abours in-as much as all tears are 
wiped from their eyes: No more death nor 
forrow; no more, aches, pains, Agues, 
Feavers, Conſumpfions nor pain doth take 
hold of them; and therefore no wonder 
upon: this ground alſo, that Believers haye 
ſuch a willing defire and expeRation of 
death. 

ObjeSion. Here ſome may obje&, That 
_ we {ee in many good Chriſtians a fear of 
death, and-a defire of life: And I my felf, 
( may ſome poor doubting Chriſtian ay) 
do find that T am apt. ro tremble at the. 
thoughts of death. . How ſhould not death 
"then be rather a day of miſery to be trem- 
bled at, than a day of happineſs: to be 
longed for ? 
- Anſwer. To this I anſwer, That we'are 
ro diſtinguiſh concerning death : For deach 


io —GLIERIN TED ways, (which is a com- 
mon 


: Rr (ar'J - SHOE 
mon diindion we give: of death : 3" —_ 
as-it is in-its own natute ; Secondly, as it 
altered by Chrifi. In the firſt ſenſe 'it is ' 
true, That death is che yery Suburbs and the--* 
and a day'to be trembledat 
rather then longed for;—Bur tiow in the'ſe- 
cond ſenſe, Death it ceaſes to be a plague, ; 
and becomes a bleſſing, 'in as much as it is 
even a door opening out of this world in- 
to Heaven. Now Believers Took hot upon 
death fi imply, but upon death whoſe ſting 
. and yenom-1s plucked out by Feſws ChrifF, 
and. upon that atcount it is exceeding com» 
fortable. - Chrif's viory over death, ma 
ſerve for the incomparable comfort of ah 
true Believers, Yer further Fanſwer, That. ' 
there are two things conſiderable in every 
Chriſtian , Fleſh, and Spirit ,” Corruption 
and Grace, and the beſt of Gods Servants * 
have many inward. perplexities- at ſome 
times, and doubrings of Gods love and fa- 
vour:; For it is a known truch which onr 
Saviour delivers, Mat. 26. 41: The ſpirit” 7 
willing; but the fleſh FL wedk : And as in all 
otliergood purpoſes there is a combare be- 
twixt-the Fleſh: and-rhe Spiric ; fo'there is 
C 2 in 
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" in 9 * beemiat the bara Jeathy arid the 


' defire. of: death*; ſometimes thei one pre*: 


_vails, and fomerimes the ocher, but yer al- 


the different, Nate wo coperegy condition 


ways at laſt the deſire of death doth get the 
'victory. ' 1 muſt .confels many- times; .that 
worl ly reſpe&s:do- often. prevail with the 
deareſt of Gods .children'; .care -of Wite - 
and Children, and the Jike, but. theſe are 
their infirmicjes; and as other infrmities 
dye inthem by degrees, fo theſe allo laſt 
are-brought under: And the Servants of 
God, being brought clearly to'ſre the hap- 
pineſs into which. their death in Chr: ſhall 
enter them, do here with Sr.. Paul defire to 
depart, that they may be with Chriſt, which 
1s far better, or bef of all. 


Thus have I endeavoured to make good 


- the truth of this Do@trinal Propoſition, 


- (wiz,) That Believers have in them a wil- 
ling. expeCtation and defice' of death, with 
the grounds and Reaſons thereof : There 
remains nothing; but. the uſcfull Applies: | 
tion-unto our Souls, 

1. Uſe. And the firſt Uſe is by way. of 
Information. Here we may be informediof 


'of 


4 UW. 
* of- gan .and bad ;'mengof : Saipts-and.Sigs _ 
-ners, of fuch as fear Gad,. .and of ſuch a3 * 

fed him not, when” they, come to: dye- 
A good| man doth williogly reſign; bis Soul 
" to God who gave It ; but-.a, bad'-man 1s fo 
far from deſiring, of death, that he, cannot - 
ſo much as think of death or Hell without 
a great deal of terrour and fear...,The very 
thought of death to wicked men, is like the. 


Hand- -writing againſt. Belſhazzar upan the . * 


wall ,. which was: yery,, terrible and ama» 
Zing. But now with good men death makes 
-way. for their etergal | happineſs. Tbough 
I. walk, in the wale.,of the ſhadow. of, $67. 
faith holy David, Plal. 23. yet will I Fear 
none ill. St. Cyprian ſpeaking of the nature 
of death to "Believers , ſaith, it1is, Janus 
vite, Vidoria belli, Portwus. .maris, the Gate 
of Life, the Vigory of War, the Haven of 
the: Sea. "Death to.Gods people, is as the 
Angel was to St. Peter, to ferch him out of 
priſon, and ſet .him at liberty, As 127; 
'or as Pharaoh his Meflenger was to Foſeph, 
to remove. him our, of the, Dungeon into' 


Pharaab's Court; Gen.- 41. 14: where he 


was; ghty adyanced th. . honour aod\digt 
wept nity. 


" am. 
| Believers atc willing ro dye! beante | 
Feath pats afi-end ts fin ; 'not'onhly tothe 
' Dominion of fin; ur a#Ifo to the very Be- 
 ingrof fin ; fin (halt never moleſt them any 
mote; ; when death comies' they (hall fn tis 
more, nor forrow no mote, they (hat! po 
to-that place where all rears ſhalt be wiped 
away from their eyes, atid hve with God 
ard Chriſt, with Angels' and Juſt-men made 
petfe&t fot evermore. © 
2; Ufe.” The ſecond. Ute is by way of 
*  Reprehenſſon. "This may ſerve for a- juſt 
reproof of them that are alrogether nnwil- 


Ng dye > But come now and Tet' us 


reaſon the 'caſe together ; Whar perſon's 
there amongſt us, that if he were cloathed 
only with 'rapged and much worn doaths, 
would riot be willing to be tncloathed of 
them and to be cloathed with berter'? 
And what elſe is this mortal and corrupti- 
Hle'body, but as ragged and rotten cloathis 


.  wWherewith we ate cloathed'? Why then 


(hvtifd we not be' willing *ro be Thifted of 
theſe cloaths,' of this mortdl and corrupti- 
ble bly , hd" [to be cloathed with" our 
tiduſ& hid iv From Heavel) even with in- 


SEL  cortuption 


_- 


Cy warm 
corruption and immortality ?. Again, har” 
perſon 1 is there amongſt vs, thar if he were 


j _ - Cu : 
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10 Prilon,- wonld nor be witling to be ec -- 


at liberty ? or being in a-place where he is 
but a Stranger, would not be willing to be 
at home ? And what elle is this finful 'Bo- 
dy, but as priſon of the Soul, wherein, the 
Soul is ſo ſhut up; that: it hath ſmall liberry 
yntill-1t retuta'to God who pave it? Or 
what elſe indeed is: this world, but as a 
ace wherein we: wander as Pilgrims and 
Serangers, and have no abiding City ? Why 
ſhould we not then be willing to remove © 
out. of this priſon-of "the body, 'and' to'be * 
received into-:the glorious liberty 'of the 
Sons of God? or to looſe Anchor from | 
this Land wherein we are bur Strangers, 
and bydeath. to ſail towards Heaven, rs : 
our home and abiding City-1s ? My Belo. 
ved; it were well that Chriſtians 'would 
' meditate much on Heavenly Glory ::God - 
hath revealed this Clory to the Ele&; and- 
their intereſt . 10 it | Thar! their the ghee 
he continually dwell! apomde; $f | 
mY very -profitable-:for Dela eo mule 
machon whe happineſs of the other world* 


AS., 
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oats - . A 
.. as;/Firſty/it* will abate our: thirſt after 
;Worldly: Glory: Secondly, it will make 
Safterings lights Thirdly, it will make us 
much more {erious/in Duties of Religion: 
Faurthly, it will; make: us, with St. Paul, 
more defirows of death,” Firſtfif Chriſtians | 
-did; but./much meditate” on this Celeſtial 
Gloty ,' it would make-them undervalue 
the tranſitory Glory of this World. How 
comes-at to pals that-Earthly Glory-is fo 
mych-affeQted, but'becaufe Heavenly Glory 
gi fo little) regarded? Ir is the Apoſtles 
grave advice;to Chriſtians, Col. 2. 2. To ſet 
their affeFions. on things above, not on things 
of; the earth, One; hours 'muling- on the 
Glory-that is above, would cauſe che Soul 
tobe as a weaned Child, co the Glory that 
45 below, Whena man hath ſeen the glory 
&-a Kings Court), che contemns all- that 
ever -heſaw in a Country Cottage. A Chri- 
ſtian that hath this Heavenly Glory before 
his. eyes, will - quickly. caſt- the .beſt ' of 
Earchly Glory behind his back, Secondly, 
if Chriſtians did bur: conſider much of this 
'  Heaveply Glory, it would enable them tro 
/ _ dear with/patienge the greateſt —_ 
RES 0 
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of chis preſent;life; { 7. reckon (faith'the' As! © © 


polile, Kow. 8: t8.;)::that the ſufferings of 5 


- this preſent life are not worthy tobe compared 
with the glory which ſhall. be revealed in" ws; 


He that. hath his thoughts much' onthe * . ; 


Crown of. reward , will:deſpiſe the-igno- 
minie and ſhame of the Croſs, Moſes :when 
he had by an eye of Faith looked a while 
on. the recompence of reward, -choſe affli. * 
Qion with the people of God, rather: then - 
. .the great, preferment' of Pharaoh's Court. 
Reproach for. ChriSt. was. preferred tothe * 
treaſures of Agypt ,, becauſe he had a re+ 
ſpe& ro. the.recompence of. reward. And 
Chrift himſelf, ! who: is. far 'greater -then - 
Moſes, for the joy that was (et before him, 
endured the Croſs and deſpiſed the ſhame. 
Ille moret fi fibi mdle fit in ſeculo; cui non-po 
teft bene eſſe po$ ſeculum:, The ill being of 
this life is not greatly ſadning to: that heart 
that knows it ſhall have a well; being'1n che 
other: life. .. The ;holy' Martyrs did chears» 
fully kiſs the Flames, - becauſe - they had 
their thoughts on' that Glory which 'was' far 


brighter then - thoſe Flames. | Thirdly, /if - 


Chriſtians did but muſe -much'on this /Hea» 
| + {a  venly 


_—_ it ort ables dm pre- 

in .all the Duties of Religion, as- to 
the real performance. of- them : For that 
Chriſtian will be moſt abundant, and moſt 
ſerious in Duries, who hath his eye if Hea- 
ven while he is performing. of them. No 
Saints will have {o exa& converſations on. 
Farth, as thoſe that have their converſation 
moſt im; Heaven. - We know what the Apo- 
Ries advice to Chriſtians tend to, x Cor. 1 "o 

58. That they would be fledfaſt and nn- 
maveble, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, becauſe they know their labour 3s 
not in vain'in the Lord.” Some few ſerious 
choughts of Heaven would ſhake off lazi- 
nels, and work heart-enlargement in all the 
Services we do for God. Fourthly, if Chrt- 
_ Rians did}but-much think' of this Heavenly 
Glory; it would makechem more defirons 
to be in the poſſeſſion of -it. - He that by 
holy meditation lives much in Heaven, will 
he weary»of living long: on Earth. When 
the bleſſed Apoſtle StiPail thought of be- 
10g with! Chriſt; he defireth a px», 20h depar- 


ture, 25.16 the. Text.” And 1o, many of the 
Eachers | when: ory did meditate on their 
; Hea- 


ERS - RENE > 
| Heavenly Country, -thought they'hadicor- 
cinued] : ona i Forts Cote 
ery. So that from "what hath been faid{of 
this Heavenly Glory; "and the great" profic 
and advantage that comes to 'Believers by - 
meditating \thereon; and that dearh”" puts 
them inro-the-poſieſſion of that Glory, me- - 
thinks many Chriſtians ſhould nor be ſo un- 
willing to dye,;as ſometimes'they are. - | 
3: Vſe. The third: Uſe is by way of Ex< 
hortation, not to fear death Too'much 
fear of death, argues'want of Faith. Why 
ſhould we'be afraid of that which is a'part 
of our portion? why" ſhould: Chriſtians be 
afraid of that which 'is their:beſt Friend # + 
Whendeath was in Satans hand, it" was'our 
Enemy z- but 'now it 1s in Chriſts hand} it's 
our: Friend. 1 confeſs Nature will be Na- 
ture ſtill; and death is a diffolation, and'fo- 
the\enemy.of Nature, the Hai? enemy;"as'the* 
Apoſtle calls it; 1 Cor; #5. 26. T but thouglr 
it be aw enemy, yet it-is a/Conquer'dene-* 
my: ' Wherefore chen ſhould we fo' muck. 
fear ir?-4ſhall offer two Conſiderations t6' 
keep us/from the fear of death.” Firſt, cort-' 
fider to be under the laviſh fear of deirh, 
; | 53 Ee 's 
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is an; uricomfortablei.eſtate; the Apoſtle 
calls it a: bondage; Heb. 2. 15..-which ſhews 
the 'uncomforcableneſs of it. | The Apoſtle 
faith; by the fear of death they. were beld in 
. bondage all their life long, Secondly, confi. 
der-- your Covenant; intereſt- and. relation 
ſhall-ſecure your hearts againſt ithe fear of 
death. They ſhou/d not fear to; live, nor 
yet to dye, who bave God to- be their God, 
x Cor. 15. for the ſting of death-is :gone, 
ie -is taken otit by the death of. Chriſt, 
Death jeparates ſoul and body, but it can 
never ſeparate Believers from the love of 
God. | And this the Apolile aſſures us of, 
Kom,-8:38, 39. For 1 am perſwaded, that 


- eeither death, nor life, nor Angels, nor prin- 


eipalities, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor 
things. to. come; Nor beight,. nor depth, | nor 
afty\other creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us 
from the-love of God, which is in Chrift Feſus 
our: Lord. My Belaved, the: Covenant:of 
Grace holds beyond death ; it doth not 
bring. Believers only into a preſent enjoy- 
ment.of God, but it is to bring'them into 
a full, perfe& and everlaſting enjoyment of 
God-in-Glory for evermore.- The Cove- 


' nant 


bfqheir.good ;of their portion; ofitheir 

xappineſs 1n this life : 'Fhe'-greateſt; and 
falleſt portion -of good promiſed unto Be» 
lievers -by God in the Covenant of. Grace; 
Ir io the- arrears, in! the referves,-in the 
ull poſſeſſion. of the inheritarice after dearh; 
And then' why ſhould: Cliriſtians fear eo 
dye, and go to take a full poſlefiion? 'why 

ſhould Believers fear: ro'dye, and:to/ enter 
into rhe | joy: of their Maſter?: why ſhould 
they fear to dye; and go home to.receive all 
the defires of their chearts; ' and allthe eter- 
nab preparations of glorious bleſſedueh for 
their. Souls? 'I befeech- you therefore: that 
you-would well ponder theſe things againſt 
thoſe diſmal times wherein death: may! be 
repreſented nnto ug. as/an ugly and) griny 
thing : 'It is ſo; to- Natpre-indeedy;:biit 406 
Faith death- is become! very amiable,: (as 
I bave formerly: rold you. -)- [There is:no- 
thing in -the world that-dothyns;fal miucty 
good 'as death; for'it is the beſt Phyſiciaw; 
It- cures all diſeaſes of Sout and-Body, and 
therefore why ſhould: we ſo much fear -it:? 
Now therefore fer ever bleſſed be God.for 
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Faſter Gbrifk;' that bath5made in bim even 
Nr ny 1 genes, of all ama rang 
"touT : 1 

Dk The fourth Uſe isby _ 6f Diz 
recticd, that we may (with St Paul) be 
willing to:dye.: Firk; ler us/Jabour co get 
af; intereſt 3nFeſns Cbrift 3 and\when we 
have {& done,” Jet us'value the- Lork Feſus 
Chrift more then ever:we have dohe,: even * 
becauſche did, ſhedchis moſt prezibus bloud | 
td;redeembour Souls! Had 1t:nor beenifor 
Jeſus iChriſt, we bad-beerrunder the power 
of-Death! and Hell eo/ithis very momiene : , 
Chtift:4affered death':40-deliver us from 
dedth-3-@hrift bare wrath to deliver us from 
wrath. let us difpute what wer will; 
we (ball: never find pardon: of ſins, or peace 
with: God, but by:Cbrift:: his:name onl yjis 
the Brinceof Peace;: Ohrift only'is the 'Nee= 
diator,-of  'Peace'z Chrift>only' reconciles 
Cod and Sinnets -'So that then we can ne- 
ver:be happy either: in lifecor death, with-' 
outan intereſdim Frſu3iChriſt, Secondly, if 
we wodld; with St Paid, be:willing to dye, 
then one great'care miſt be! to get -our> fins 

paadbacd y _— Ofice ourfins are forgiven, 
Wee chen 
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then-nothing which. befalls. us; i®/life 1or 
death ſhall ever be an evil or yrs | Whats' 
ſoever ſtate the unpardoned finher is:in,.it 
1s a curſed eſtate to him : his life-is curſed; 
and hisdeath is curſed, But now! when: fins 
are forgiven, the ſting; the poiſon; the: curſe 
is gone, and nothing is: for-evil to ſuch-a 


perſon : if he lives, life ſhall be a bleſſing 3 . 


and if he dies, death ſhall be a bleſſing..:S0 
that we can never have any true -or real 
comfort when we come to dye, unleſs we 
are aſſured by the Spirit of God that our 
fins are pardoned, - Much more I: might 
"add; but ſo much for: the words: of the 
Text. | 1. 30. Fi big aims jitt 
I know. you expe@ ſomething from me 
as to this providence which hath occaſioned 
this Funeral meeting. Funeral Sermons are 
not comforts to the dead, but helps to the 
hving ; it is for their ſakes that ſurvive; that 
God hath given theſe occaſions.» The cauſe 
of -our meeting at this time, i3:'td perform 
our laſt office' of loveto''oun deceatedrBro+ 
ther , the late Reverend: Refor: of | this 
place- {3% MY 
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EI... A 
10] could ſpeak largely: of bis Birth and-hi-. 
beral 'Education, 'and [therein tell you, he, 
was deſcended of a very_ancient Family in 
- the North-parts/of Expland, His Coat of 
Arms(of:;which.you-have a view') doth 
ſuſficiently:;:demonſtrate the | Antiquity of 
his Family ; but:;ch1s/ being the proper office 
of an Herald, I forbear to ſpeak further to 
that... His life: of Jate years, elpecially fince 
he-came to. this place, hath been attended 
with much trouble: Not that he hath been 
the cauſe of it, ( as: lome of: his profeſſed 
Enemies would make the world believe ) 
' for my ſelf. and ſeveral others have again 
and again heard him declare, He never in 
the . courſe of. his whole life was Plaintiff 
but in two Cauſes, and but one of them 
tryed: And to defend himſelf may well 
allow of a better conſtruQtion then- altoge- 
ther Contentious,- : Now in what I ſpeak: of 
him, as a man he-had his human frailties; 
but as a Chriſtian, and ore that knew fo 
much as he-did,; hope he did bewail' them. 
And I pray, which of - os all are without 
our faults? Who can ſay, I bave made my 
| beart clean, I am pure from my ſin?Pro.20.9. 
ITY | I, 
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| (25); 
I, indeed which of: us. all-can{ay this2I 
know ſome there are that- talk much! of a 
State of perfe&ion on this fide-:che/ Grave, 
but alas experience-tells us. tlie | contrary, 
and that all our perfe@ion is to;bewail our 
imperfetions, that we cannot 'walk .more 
cloſely with God... I am perſwaded thus far 
of him, ( and without breach of Charity. I 
ſpeak-it_) 'That had he-met with a more 
obliging people, he might have :proved-a 
more uſefull Paſtor. God was pleaſed to; 
exercile him with a lotg and languiſhing, 
Sickneſs, which at length uſhered inihis 
Death. 1 could not but take norice,-, that 
19. the extremity of his Sickne(s, God": was; 
exceeding merciful unto him, teven-to-the- 
laſt, in- continuing his memory and. ſenſes; 

Lwas with bim ſeveral times 10 his Sigkas(s,: 

but more eſpecially: che, Wedneſday befate: 

he, died, :and;then had ſome private confes. 
rence -with him, in which I receiv'd.,much” 
ſatisfaction from bim..' He -then- { and.,at 
other (times) told ,me,} he. forgave; all,the, 

World, and folemaly: and-{epiouſly took 
the; Sacrament of the Lords Supper -upon it, | 

He: told me, he wholly relied upon; the: 


merirs 
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_ rheties-of (brift fot 8alvation'3 adding with- 
all hivke dig really by Faith apprehend: 
tine” iofinive /lativiaftion [m{the-hloud: of 
//a&:didi fully anfwes all bis-fezrs,:and 
refolye-alt/ his doubth.) He knew: and was 
well-affred ;- chat clie greateſt of Sinners 
might be ſaved by that bloud; and that-the 
= of Sinners could not be faved)withour 
-» He died. 1 the Faith of he Church of 
Evelant as it 'is: now by" Laww- eſtabliſhed, 
he owfied the Do&rine ' afid! Diſcipline 
theteof, *and withall wiſhed peace and pro- 
ſperity to it- 

9 was'z" careful provider for this Wife 
a$&Otifren, and\(confidering bis:extreme 
Sickneſs' ar rimes) he had a tender regard of 
ther, which he did fully manifeſt rowards 
hivdeay Wife at his death, —_ that/ con-- 
Adence ity her? chathe left the ſole manage. ' 
ment of 'his'Eftate! to-her prudent- care. 
To conclude all; he had rhe charity to for- 
give all, and'we odght as Chriſtians-to have 
the: charity: *$6' forget all, In few-words, to: 
ſach of yotas\were his profeſſed Enemies, 
. let-me befpeake you of having a care of caſh 

judging of him ;.a& to his fucyre'and final 


eſtate 3 : 


(a7). 
eſtate 3 for it was in the power 'of God ro 
ſave him; and which of you all dare fay ir 
' was not in his purpoſe. Now if any perſon 
ſhall charge me with flattery in what 1 have 
ſpoken of our dear Brother, 1 ſhall anſwer 
them in the words of St; Paul, Rom. g. 1. 
I ſay the truth-in Chrif, I lye not, my conſci- 
ence alſo bearing me witneſs, that in what I 
have ſpoken of bim is agreeable to Chr 
ſtian Faich and Charley. 


